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Project History 
 
Igiugig is located on the south shore of Lake Iliamna at the head of Kvichak River in the 
western Cook Inlet area of Alaska.  The village is 77 kilometers (km) southwest of 
Iliamna, 90 km northeast of King Salmon, and 386 km southwest of Anchorage.  The 
community’s geographical position is approximately 59o19’42” N, 155o53’44” W.  
Igiugig is an unincorporated community within the boundaries of Bristol Bay Native 
Corporation (Regional Corporation), and the Lake and Peninsula Borough.  
 
The people of Igiugig are Aleut and Eskimo. The Kiatagmuit Eskimo who originally 
lived down stream of the present town site, at Kaskanak, moved to Igiugig’s current 
location at the turn of the century. The village site had long been used as a fish camp by 
the people of the region. Many of the current residents can trace their roots to the village 
of Branch, on the Branch River, as people of that village also moved to Igiugig as it 
began to develop. A post office was established in Igiugig in 1934 and today the 
population is estimated at 53. 
 
Igiugig has approximately 25, primary single-family homes. Most homes are of wood 
frame construction. Igiugig school, grades K-12, is administered by the Lake and 
Peninsula School District. Other structures include a Russian Orthodox Church, a store, 
community hall, washeteria, power and fuel storage plant, village office, clinic, airport 
hanger, and seven hunting/fishing lodges. 
 
In 1998, Igiugig electric distribution was upgraded to an underground 7200 volt system 
from the original 480 volt overhead system. The approximately three miles of system 
include: Main Street which parallels the Kvichak River; an airport access and service 
road, which parallels the north side of the runway; a small loop which links the runway, 
school, ADF&G’s bunkhouse and storage facility.   
 

    
                                                  

 
In June of 2000 the Bureau of Indian Affairs awarded a construction contract for the 
Igiugig Sanitation Road Project No. 505. The new road, approximately 2.73 kilometers in 
length, allowed access to the landfill site. 
 
 The Igiugig Municipal Solid Waste Landfill and Asbestos Waste Disposal Site were then 
constructed through the Communities Priorities Program and the Department of 
Community and Economic Development.  
 



 
 
Line Extension Project No. 0072-DC-2002-I25 
 
The financial assistance award between the Denali Commission and Igiugig Tribal 
Village Council constructed a 15kv, 7200/12470 three phase buried line extension along 
Igiugig’s BIA Road Project No.505. The extension consisted of 32,000 feet of primary 
cable in conduit, 1/0 EPR installed, terminated and energized. 
 
 Concurrent to these activities Bristol Bay Telephone Company installed a primary 100 
pair cable. After the completion of the work, Igiugig had a more efficient and reliable 
electric and telephone distribution systems to meet its diverse and growing needs.  
 
Mobilization & Demobilization 

 
Due to the remote location and lack of facilities, special planning was required to 
mobilize equipment and personnel to the job site.  Barge and aircraft were the means 
utilized to transport required resources to 
the project. Throughout the course of the 
work, a total of three trips were conducted 
using large transport planes to transfer 
materials to and from Anchorage.  
Countless trips were also made using 
chartered and private aircraft.  Small 
watercraft was used by local employees to 
access the project.    
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          DC-3 and C-130 Transport Aircraft                    Small aircraft using the runway 



Line Extension Construction 
 

During the Igiugig line extension project, installation included: an estimated 32,000 feet 
of primary 15 kv cable in conduit, 900 feet of secondary conductor, along with five 
sectionalizer cabinets, three 15kva 7200/120-240 transformers and one 115kva 
7200/12470-277/480GDY three phase transformer located at the new landfill site. 
  
 

  
 
                                          Over view of project road 
 

   
 
 Beginning of project             End of project (Landfill) 
 

   
 Trenching work was completed prior to the surface coarse material being laid 
down on new road. 



Cable Installation and Termination 
 
The primary cable was 1/0 15kv AL URD 220mil EPR in 2inch HDPE schedule 40 duct, 
manufactured by Pirelli. Sectionalizer cabinets where Power Design CJP 30-56-L2-WG.  
Transformers specifications included amorphous core and manufactured by Howard. 
 

   
 

      One conductor pulled in at a time. 
 

   
 

Three conductors required (3-phase) 
 

  
 
          All conductors in trench                   Terminated 
 
 
 



Installation Complete 
 

  
 
 
Wrap-Up 
 
Iliamna Lake Contractors believes that there are four essential elements to success on any 
given project.  These elements include quality, cost control, efficiency, and safety. 
Following the close of the season in Igiugig, all necessary work to support the electrical 
utility for the installation of the line extension has been successfully and efficiently 
completed.  Due to the short Alaska construction season, a rigorous schedule was 
maintained throughout the project to insure completion. A cooperative relationship with 
the telephone utility and the BIA road work was instrumental in the success of this 
project. To maintain the accelerated schedule, nearly 1,000 man-hours were expended 
during the electrical work performed.  Despite this volume of activity in such a short 
period of time, no reportable injuries were sustained by personnel working on the Line 
Extension project; a standing tribute to Iliamna Lake Contractors commitment to safety.  
The quality and pride of workmanship were shown in all facets of the project. 
 
Despite the apparent complexities of a remote job, work was performed under budget, in 
the allotted time frame, in a professional manner, and most importantly, in a safe manner.  
Iliamna Lake Contractors and Igiugig Electrical Utility are proud to have been a part of 
the Denali Commission Financial Assistance for the Line Extension along the BIA Road. 
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